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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, MPOL, CH, TW, US 

SUBJECT: USG COMMENT ON SCHLESINGER'S REMARKS ON MILI- 
TARY AID TO THE PRC 
REF: TAIPEI 2427 

1 . APRIL 12 WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE AND PRESIDENT 
FORD’S APRIL 13 REMARKS ON SUBJECT WILL BE CARRIED IN 
WIRELESS FILE. DEPARTMENT HAS NOT COMMENTED ON 
WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE. 

2. IN APRIL 14 APPEARANCE BEFORE SENATE APPROPRIATIONS 
SUBCOMMITTEE THE SECRETARY ALSO ADDRESSED THE SUBJECT 
OF POSSIBLE MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO THE PRC. TEXT FOL- 
LOWS BELOW. AS WIDESPREAD CIRCULATION OF SECRETARY'S 
REMARKS IS NOT DESIRED, YOU SHOULD TREAT IT AS FYI 
ONLY. 

BEGIN TEXT 

Q. SENATOR INOUYE. MR. SECRETARY, AS YOU MUST BE AWARE, 
FORMER DEFENSE SECRETARY SCHLESINGER SAID LAST SUNDAY 
THAT AMERICAN OFFICIALS DISCUSSED THE GRANTING OF MILI- 
TARY ASSISTANCE TO THE PEOPLE' S REPUBLIC OF CHINA. 
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OFFICIALS OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT. CAN YOU SHARE WITH 
US THE NATURE OF THESE DISCUSSIONS? 

A. SECRETARY KISSINGER. WELL, I AM SURE THAT WHEN I 
LEAVE OFFICE MY RECOLLECTIONS WILL ALSO IMPROVE IN 
RELATION TO MY DISTANCE IN OFFICE. 

AS THE PRESIDENT POINTED OUT YESTERDAY TO A GROUP OF 
EDITORS, THERE WERE NO DISCUSSIONS OF THIS MATTER THAT 
EVER TOOK PLACE IN HIS PRESENCE. THERE COULD HAVE 
BEEN GENERAL DISCUSSIONS OF CONTINGENCIES THAT MIGHT 
ARISE OF VARIOUS KINDS OF CONFLICTS IN WHICH, OF 
COURSE, THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE WOULD PARTICIPATE 
BUT I DON'T THINK THERE WAS ANY DISCUSSION OF MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE TO THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA. 

Q. SENATOR INOUYE. UNDER WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES OR WHAT 
CONTINGENCIES, AS YOU MENTIONED, WOULD YOU RECOMMEND 
THAT WE PARTICIPATE IN SOME ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR 
THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA? 

A. SECRETARY KISSINGER. I THINK THAT THIS IS AN 
EXTREMELY COMPLEX PROBLEM AND AN EXTREMELY SENSITIVE 
ONE IN WHICH THE CONTINGENCIES ARE VERY HARD TO 
PREDICT. THIS COULD, OF COURSE, BE A GRAVE MATTER IF 
THERE WERE A MASSIVE WAR BETWEEN THE SOVIET UNION AND 
THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA BUT THIS IS A CON- 
TINGENCY THAT WE HOPE WILL NOT ARISE AND WHICH COULD 
HAVE INCALCUABLE CONSEQUENCES, BUT I REPEAT IT IS NOT 
A SITUATION IN WHICH WE HAVE EVER HAD FORMAL DISCUS- 
SIONS WITH AN ELEMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA. 
END TEXT ROBINSON 
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